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Annotation: This article discusses the study of myths in world folklore studies. The relation to the scientific research
works on the inclusion of the myth in the artistic thinking of humanity, its expression in rituals and everyday
life, and its inclusion in written literature is reported. Conclusions have been made regarding the principles
of studying myths in Uzbek folklore studies. It has been analyzed that in the last century in Uzbek folklore,
there were some controversial opinions about the connection of myths to folklore, and the opinions raised
were mainly aimed at debating how the myth appears in the literary text. Also, in the article, the diffusion
of myth in the genres of fairy tales and legends, the study of mythological images, the relationship between
myth and written literature, myth and ritual folklore, and the theoretical conclusions obtained in the
researches are studied in the article. In the article, the author pays serious attention to the monographic
research of myths in Uzbek folklore by the scientific community. Acknowledging the services of Russian
scientists in the study of myths, it focuses on the analysis of studies devoted to the study of myths in the
development of the science of world folklore. In the article, the oral prose sample of myths in Uzbek
folklore studies is based on the fact that it is a separate independent genre of folklore, and it is necessary to

study it on a systematic monographic basis.
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1 INTRODUCTION

In world folklore studies, special attention is paid to
determining the role of mythology in the history of
artistic thinking, the genesis of mythical images and the
functional-semantic interpretations of mythological
archetypes in the poetic context of folk epics and written
literature. In particular, the conclusions drawn by the
representatives of the ritual-mythological school in
folklore studies on the influence of myth on the system
of folk prose genres, mythical images and plots in artistic
texts, the basis of the theory of neo-mythologism, the
national identity of mythological views and the study of
myth poetics. The theoretical generalizations obtained as
a result of the study of the myth and the process of its
diffusion into the folk oral creativity became important in
the study of the genesis of mythological legends and the
system of images in Uzbek folklore. However, in Uzbek
folklore studies, there is still no consensus on clarifying
the nature of the myth as an independent genre of
folklore, on the peculiarities of the myth.

2 Methods

Cosmogonic, anthropogonic, etiological and
eschatological myths were studied in a comparative way
in research aimed at elucidating the history of the
formation of the plot system and the genetic basis of
mythological legends in modern world folklore. As a
result, the theoretical views on the mutual historical-
successive relationship of myth and legend genre were
enriched with new evidence, and the classification of
mythological legends was improved. Therefore, in the
course of applying such new theoretical views in
mythology to Turkish, including Uzbek folklore, to
reveal the artistic nature of myth as an independent genre,
which serves as the source of oral prose genres, to
develop its classification and classification criteria, to
research the art of myth made it possible to carry out
large-scale research.

Today, thanks to the revival of national values, the
principle of in-depth study of traditional archaic images,
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which have preserved the influence of magical views
such as mythological, animistic, totemistic, fetishistic,
and shamanism, belonging to the first layers of the
development of poetic thinking and the household
concepts of the lifestyle of our ancient ancestors, was
formed. This is of great practical importance in educating
the young generation in the spirit of the spiritual values
of our great ancestors, widely promoting the noble ideas
expressed in the art of the Uzbek people, based on the
examination of artistic expressions. After all, on the scale
of our country, "restoration of the ancient history and rich
culture of our people, in-depth study and promotion of
the scientific, religious and spiritual heritage of our great
scholars, saints, beautification of the holy places, the
young generation to be their noble ancestors" Great work
was done to educate them in the spirit of their mothers™
[28]. In these days, when it is possible to
comprehensively, objectively and widely research the
national values created by our people and preserved as
the apple of an eye for centuries, the system of factual
materials that have not been analyzed by folklorists until
now - the issues of specification, classification and
poetics of myths. study also serves to illuminate the
history and development stages of the artistic thinking of
our people.

3 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

It is known that in the XXI century world
folkloristics, the unique features of the myth genre,
increased interest in studying the issues of its place and
social essence [25,26,31,36,6,38,21,27,20,35,7] in the
development of artistic thinking. Certain scientific views
collected on the study of myths and mythological legends
were  summarized  [36,6,38,21,27,20,35,7],  the
introduction of new factual materials into the scope of
research improved the theoretical concepts of mythology
and its diffusion. Especially in the works of scientists
such as Yu. M. Murtuzaliyev, N. M. Kurbankhanova, A.
Tayshanoglu, Sh. Ibrayev [27,20,35,7], serious scientific
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views about the specific characteristics of myths and
mythological legends were put forward.

The collection entitled "Fables and Tales" prepared
by M.Murodov in cooperation with M.Shaykhova has an
important significance in the recording, publication and
scientific study of Uzbek folk myths. This collection
includes several examples of myths about animals,
plants, celestial bodies, and natural phenomena [2].

Mythological legends in Uzbek folklore were
scientifically described for the first time by professor
K.Imomov [8] and serious scientific views on elucidating
the specific features of this type of legends [9] were put
forward. Folklorist M. Jorayev, who was the first to
classify mythological legends in Uzbek folklore studies,
expressed his views on the interpretation of mythological
legends related to "Avesta" mythology, ancient Turkic
mythology, celestial (cosmogonic) mythology, folk
calendar [11,12, 13,14,15,16,17,18].

Also, the comparative analysis of Arab-Uzbek
mythology and the monographic research on studying the
influence of "Avesta" on Uzbek folklore also analyzed
mythological legends [17,18]. Folklorist U. Jumanazarov
also studied examples of mythological prose in his
monograph on ancient cults and their interpretation in
texts of the genre of legends [19]. In the following years,
M. Rakhmonova's research on the poetics of Uzbek folk
legends [32,33,34] and scientific works on the study of
Karakalpak legends [29] were created.

The above brief analysis shows that the first samples
of Uzbek folk prose are interpreted by mixing the so-
called myths with mythological legends. Oral prose
stories - myths, aimed at explaining the origin of natural
events, have not yet been published in full and researched
as an integrated artistic system. This requires the
identification of specific features that allow to clarify the
specific characteristics of myths, to reveal the historical
basis of this type of oral stories, to create their perfect
classification, to study the structure of the plot, motifs
and images in a monographic way.

Although there have been many studies on the myth
and its reflection in artistic thinking, they have not been
focused on elucidating the significance of the myth as a
folklore genre with a separate plot structure. In 2004,
V.V. Mindibekova created a study on the genre nature of
Khakas myths [28].

The methodology of studying mythology was
developed at the beginning of the XX century:

0 the study of mythology;

In both approaches, it is envisaged that the researcher
will analyze the expression of myths in the human mind
in the later periods of human history. Most scholars have
not paid attention to the fact that a myth is an oral prose

ISSN 2181-2020

story formed on the basis of a primitive imagination.
They conducted a lot of research on the impact of myth
on consciousness, philosophy, and literature. However,
what is the essence of the myth itself? The answer to the
question remained open.

The following scientific theories led the study of
mythology in the twentieth century:

structural
nthropology came to

uch as the school of’
the field

ambridge School of

s Blilslsgy lsychoanalytlc school

I Symbolic school

chool of structural
anthropology.

A "mythological school" was formed in the territory
of the former union, more precisely in Russia, the
foundation of which goes back to the 20th century. Until
the XX century, mythology developed in the formation
and development of the philosophical school in Russia.
At the beginning of the last century, a number of Russian
scientists studied myths as an object of research in their
fundamental research. According to the requirements of
the ruling ideology, myths could not be studied by
representatives of any nationality other than Russians, as
an antiquity. Therefore, only scientists from the capital of
a huge country dared to conduct research in this regard.
In this way, the theory of myth appeared in Soviet
science. This theoretical principle is based on the fact that
myth is the beginning of artistic imagination.
Ethnographic direction of myth research was formed in
XX century science. In this regard, well-known
philologists organized ethnographic expeditions in
various regions of the Soviet country and began to clarify
the everyday life, rituals, magical imaginations and
mythological views of the peoples. By the middle of the
century, the philological direction of the study of myths
came to the fore in this regard, as we mentioned above,
the researches of V. Ya. Propp are noteworthy.

4 Conclusions

Thus, the myth is a product of the conscious thinking
of the first periods of human life, and it prepared the
ground for the emergence of the artistic thinking of
humanity. The study of myths in world science began in
the XIX century. In this regard, the scientific research of
European and Western scientists became the basis for
further research.

From the beginning of the XX century, interest in the
study of myths became noticeable in Russian folklore
studies. In Uzbek folklore studies, theoretical debates
about myths came to the fore in the last decades of the
XX century. Myths were classified for the first time by
folklorist M. Zorayev. Also, under the scientific guidance
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of the scientist, the genesis and poetic features of several
mythological images were studied in a monographic
aspect. Despite this, the research of myths as an
independent folklore genre has not yet been carried out.
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